Dhaka Ahsania Mission

Health Sector
House: 152 Block: Ka, PC Culture Housing Society, Shyamoli, Dhaka-1207.

Project Title: “Strengthening advocacy for a comprehensive amendment of Tobacco
Control Law and increase tobacco tax”.

[Media Coverage]
Webinar on tobacco tax

Total 11 Media Coverage

Summary:

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has announced to make the country tobacco-free by 2040. To this
end, the government has included tobacco control in the Eighth Five-Year Plan. However, in the
webinar titled '"Tobacco Tax in the Budget FY 2022-2023: Expectations and Achievements'
organized by Dhaka Ahsania Mission Health Sector on the afternoon of June 12, those concerned
feel that the proposed budget announced in the National Assembly is an obstacle in building a
tobacco-free Bangladesh. In addition, the increase in the price of tobacco products in the
proposed budget is also disappointing. Because if we compare inflation and per capita income,
we can see that the real price of cigarettes has come down.

The webinar was hosted by Igbal Masud, Director, Health and WASH Sector, Dhaka Ahsania
Mission. Kazi Firoz Rashid, Member of Parliament, Dhaka-6 constituency and former Minister
and Member, Standing Committee on Ministry of Liberation War Affairs and Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Tourism, Professor Dr. Rumana Haque, Department of Economics, Dhaka
University and Convener, BNTTP; Prof. Dr. Golam Mohiuddin Faruque, Project Director and
Joint Secretary General, Bangladesh Cancer Society; Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Lead Policy
Advisor, Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids-Bangladesh; Syed Mahbubul Alam, Technical
Consultant, The Union; Sharmeen Rinvy, President, Economic Reporters Forum (ERF) and
Sushanta Sinha, Special Correspondent, Ekattar Television spoke on the webinar. Md.
Mukhlesur Rahman, Deputy Director, Health Sector, Dhaka Ahsania Mission gave the welcome
speech in the webinar.
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Cigarettes fall in real price due to inflation and per capita
income: Webinar speakers

@ June 12, 2022 by News Desk
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has announced to make the country tobacco-free by 2040. To this end, the
government has included tobacco control in the Eighth Five-Year Plan. However, in the webinar titled ‘Tobacco Tax
in the Budget FY 2022-2023: Expectations and Achievements’ organized by Dhaka Ahsania Mission Health Sector
on the afternoon of June 12, those concerned feel that the proposed budget announced in the National Assembly
is an obstacle in building a tobacco-free Bangladesh. In addition, the increase in the price of tobacco products in
the proposed budget is also disappointing. Because if we compare inflation and per capita income, we can see
that the real price of cigarettes has come down.

The webinar was hosted by Igbal Masud, Director, Health and WASH Sector, Dhaka Ahsania Mission. Kazi Firoz
Rashid, Member of Parliament, Dhaka-6 constituency and former Minister and Member, Standing Committee on
Ministry of Liberation War Affairs and Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism, Professor Dr. Rumana Haque,
Department of Economics, Dhaka University and Convener, BNTTP; Prof. Dr. Golam Mohiuddin Faruque, Project
Director and Joint Secretary General, Bangladesh Cancer Society; Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Lead Policy Advisor,
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids-Bangladesh; Syed Mahbubul Alam, Technical Consultant, The Union; Sharmeen
Rinvy, President, Economic Reporters Forum (ERF) and Sushanta Sinha, Special Correspondent, Ekattar Television
spoke on the webinar. Md. Mukhlesur Rahman, Deputy Director, Health Sector, Dhaka Ahsania Mission gave the
welcome speech in the webinar.

Sushanta Sinha said, in this year's budget, the price of cigarettes at the low tier has been increased by only 10
paisa per stick. In our country, the National Board of Revenue fixes the tax structure of tobacco products. This
should actually be done by the Tariff Commission. And the revenue collection should be in the hands of the
revenue board. If this can be done, it will be possible to implement the tax structure of tobacco products properly.

Sharmeen Rinvy said that in order to keep low-income people away from cigarettes, the price should be increased
in such a way that cigarettes go beyond their purchasing power. But we do not see that in the budget.

https://thestatement24.com/cigarettes-fall-in-real-price-due-to-inflation-and-per-capita-income-
webinar-speakers/
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