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The Statement24

Letter to 350 MPs for tobacco tax and price increase in the
budget
O April 4 2022 by News Desk
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Kazi Rafiqul Alam, President of Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM), has recently written a request letter to 350 MPs to
take a role in formulating and Implementing a strong tobacco taniff policy for the upcoming 2022.23 fiscal year
budget to increase the price of all tadacco products Including cigarettes and 10 bulld a tobacco-free Bangladesh
2040 as announced by the Hon'ble Prime Minister

In a letter addressed to each Member of Parflament separately, Kazi Rafiqul Alam said, *Since 2009, the current
government has carried out massive soclo-economic development, as well as tobacco control activities, has been
strengthened " Tobacco use has decreased by 18.5 percent In 2017 (relative reduction) as compared to 2009
Although this reduction in tobacco use in a shott period of time is a sign of the government’s success, there are
still sbout 37 8 million adulis in Bangladesh who use tobacco (smoking and smokeless) and about 38 4 million
adults who do not smoke are exposed 10 secondhand smoke in various public places, workplaces and public
transport (GATS 2017), Tobacco use kills more than 161,000 people in Bangladesh every year (Tobacco Atlas,
2020). Besides, the economic loss (medical expenses and loss of productivity) of tobacco use in the 2016-17
financial year was Tk 30,560 crore.

In his letter, Kazi Rafiqul Alam put forward three proposals for tobacco tax and price hike in the upcoming 2022-23
budget. These are-
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