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Summery:  
 

Dhaka-6 MP and former minister Kazi Firoz Rashid has requested for higher taxes on tobacco 

products. He said this while addressing the budget session of the budget session of the National 

Assembly on June 26. 

At the same time, he said, "Honorable Speaker, if you impose more taxes on tobacco products 

such as cigarettes and roses, the revenue will be 3,500 crore taka more." 

Welcoming the statement of Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP, Dhaka Ahsania Mission fully supported it. 

Iqbal Masud, Director, Health and WASH Sector, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, said that in order to 

build a tobacco-free Bangladesh announced by Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, prices 

should be increased by imposing higher taxes on tobacco products in the budget. Not only high 

quality cigarettes, but all levels of cigarettes including bidi, gul, jorda should be increased in 

price. In particular, the amount of tax increase on high-end cigarettes in this year's budget is 

actually very inadequate. Instead, the price of cigarettes at all levels should be increased by 

increasing this tax. At least considering the public health aspect, the government can play an 

effective role in this regard. 
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