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Summery:

‘This year’s budget is in favor of the tobacco company. In order to build a tobacco-free Bangladesh announced by
the Prime Minister, prices should be increased by imposing higher taxes on tobacco products in the budget. Not
only high-end cigarettes, but all levels of cigarettes, including bidis, roses and jordans, need to be increased,”said
Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP.

He made the remarks during a courtesy call on a delegation of the Dhaka Ahsania Mission's Tobacco Control
Project at his Kalabagan office on June 16. The delegation included Rezaur Rahman Rizvi, Media Manager and
Sharmin Akter Rini, Program Officer, Dhaka Ahsania Mission Tobacco Control Project. The delegation briefed Kazi
Firoz Rashid, MP on various activities of Dhaka Ahsania Mission on Tobacco Control.

Meanwhile, Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP, said tobacco companies make a lot of money every year. But because the
government did not impose tax on them in that way, the country's money is going abroad. If the tax on them was
increased, the government would have benefited on the one hand, and the country's money would have remained
in the country on the other.

Regarding the tax hike on tobacco products in the 2021-22 budget, he said the amount of tax hike on high-end
cigarettes in this year's budget is actually very inadequate. Instead, the price of cigarettes at all levels should be
increased by increasing this tax. At least considering the aspect of public health, the finance minister can play an
effective role in this regard.
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This year’s budget is in favor of the tobacco company: Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP

Published Wednesday, June 18, 2021

This year's budget i1s i favor of the tobacce company. In order 1o budd a tobacco-free Bangladesh announced by
the Pnime Minister, prices should be Increased by imposing higher 1axes on tobacco products in the budget. Not
only high-end cigareltes, but all levels of cigarettes, including bidis. roses and |jordans, nead to be increased. said
Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP

He made the remarks during a courtesy call on a desgation of the Dhaka Ahsania Mission's Tobacco Control
Project at his Kalabagan office on June 16. The delegation includaed Rezaur Rahman Rizvi, Media Manager and
Sharmin Akter Rinl, Program Officer, Dhaka Ahsania Mission Tobacco Control Project, The delegation briefed Kazi
Firoz Rashid, MP on varous activities of Dhaka Ahsania Mission on Tobacco Contro

Meanwhile, Kaz| Firoz Rashid, MP, said tobacco companies make a lot of money every year. But because the
government did not impose lax on thaem in that way, the country's money (s going abroad. I the tax on them was
increased. the government would have benefited on the one hand, and the country’'s money would have remained
in the country on the other

Regarding the tax hike on tobacco products in the 2021-22 budgat, he said the amount of tax hike on high-end
cigareties In this year's budget s actually very inadequate. Instead, the pnce of cigarenes at all levels should be

increased by Incraasing this tax. Al least considering the aspect of public health, the finance minister can play an
effective roie in this regard
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