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Summery:  
 
The Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association wants a ban on ‘Designated Smoking Areas' in 
restaurants across the country for public health reasons. The demand was made at a virtual discussion 
meeting titled 'Role of Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association in Amending Tobacco Control Act' 
jointly organized by Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association and Dhaka Ahsania Mission on June 17. 
Presided over the meeting Anwar Hossain Mridha, vice-president of the Bangladesh Restaurant Owners 
Association. Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association’s Vice-President Rezaul Karim Sarkar Robin, 
Acting General Secretary Firoz Alam Sumon, Organizing Secretary Syed Mohammad Andalib, Treasurer 
Toufiqul Islam, Vice President and President of Cox's Bazar Restaurant Owners Association Naimul 
Haque Chowdhury, Lead Policy Advisor of Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids Bangladesh Md. Mostafizur 
Rahman, Grants Manager Abdus Salam Mia,  Senior Policy Advisor Md. Ataur Rahman Masud, Assistant 
Director of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Mukhlesur Rahman spoke at the meeting. 
Md. Shariful Islam, Coordinator, Tobacco Control Project, presented the keynote paper at the meeting 
where Sharmin Akhter Rini, Program Officer, Dhaka Ahsania Mission moderated the meeting. 
Md. Mukhlesur Rahman, Assistant Director, Dhaka Ahsania Mission, said, "If the restaurant is completely 
smoke-free, everyone, including women and children, will feel comfortable in the smoke-free 
restaurant, which will increase customer turnout." In addition, the table is not occupied unnecessarily so 
that the customer does not return, the environment of the restaurant is clean and tidy, there is no 
possibility of an accident from the fire of bidi cigarettes, the owner, manager or employees will also be 
protected from secondhand smoke. 
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