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Summery:  
 

More than 1 lakh 61 thousand people die prematurely every year in Bangladesh due to tobacco 

use. Therefore, realizing the awfulness of tobacco, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at the closing 

ceremony of the South Asian Speakers Summit on Achieving Sustainable Development Goals 

held in Dhaka on January 30-31, 2016 announced the complete eradication of tobacco use from 

Bangladesh by 2040. Therefore, the law needs to be amended to build a tobacco-free 

Bangladesh - Additional Secretary (World Health) Kazi Jebunnesa Begum said this on March 23 

as the chief guest at a discussion meeting titled 'What to do to build a tobacco-free Bangladesh 

2040'. 

The meeting was held at 11:30 am in the meeting room of the Health Economics Unit on 

Topkhana Road in the capital. Director General of the Health Economics Unit of the Department 

of Health Md. Shahadat Hossain Mahmud and Additional Secretary of Health Services Tahmidul 

Islam spoke as a special guest at the meeting. Former Chairman of BCIC and Lead Policy Advisor 

of Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids Bangladesh Md. Mostafizur Rahman presented the keynote 

address at the meeting. The meeting was jointly organized by the National Tobacco Control Cell 

and the Dhaka Ahsania Mission in collaboration with the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 

(CTFK). 
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