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Summery:  

121 renowned doctors of the country have requested the government to increase the 

tobacco tax to protect public health. The doctors made the request in a joint statement on 

the initiative of Dhaka Ahsania Mission. Tobacco is linked to six of the eight leading causes 

of preventable death worldwide, the statement said, adding that according to the Global 

Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), nearly half of all tobacco users die due to tobacco. 

It is said that the government gets revenue of Tk 22,000 crore annually from tobacco 

companies. But the health damage of tobacco is above 30 thousand crore taka per year. 

This year's health sector budget is 29 thousand crores. It turns out that the amount of 

damage caused by tobacco is more than the budget of the health sector. 

Cigarettes are very cheap and readily available in the market due to the multi-layered tax 

structure of cigarettes in Bangladesh depending on the features and brands. As a result, 

consumers are able to choose cheaper cigarettes instead of quitting. The availability of 

tobacco products must be reduced through tax increases. 

Notable doctors who made the statement are- MP Professor Dr. AFM Ruhal Haque, MP 

Professor. Abdul Aziz, Professor. MP Habibe Millat, Professor. Obaidullah Baki, Professor. 

Arup Ratan Chowdhury, Professor. Akhtarunesha Parveen, Professor. Ferdous Mahal 

Rooney, Professor. Kamruzzaman Chowdhury and Professor. Fakhrul Islam and others. 
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