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Summery:

121 renowned doctors of the country have requested the government to increase the
tobacco tax to protect public health. The doctors made the request in a joint statement on
the initiative of Dhaka Ahsania Mission. Tobacco is linked to six of the eight leading causes
of preventable death worldwide, the statement said, adding that according to the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), nearly half of all tobacco users die due to tobacco.

It is said that the government gets revenue of Tk 22,000 crore annually from tobacco
companies. But the health damage of tobacco is above 30 thousand crore taka per year.
This year's health sector budget is 29 thousand crores. It turns out that the amount of
damage caused by tobacco is more than the budget of the health sector.

Cigarettes are very cheap and readily available in the market due to the multi-layered tax
structure of cigarettes in Bangladesh depending on the features and brands. As a result,
consumers are able to choose cheaper cigarettes instead of quitting. The availability of
tobacco products must be reduced through tax increases.

Notable doctors who made the statement are- MP Professor Dr. AFM Ruhal Haque, MP
Professor. Abdul Aziz, Professor. MP Habibe Millat, Professor. Obaidullah Baki, Professor.
Arup Ratan Chowdhury, Professor. Akhtarunesha Parveen, Professor. Ferdous Mahal
Rooney, Professor. Kamruzzaman Chowdhury and Professor. Fakhrul Islam and others.
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Doctors for raising
tobacco tax to protect

public health

Scores of prominent doctors
have urged the government
to hike tobacco tax in the
budget to protect public
health.

In a joint statement on
Friday, initiated by Dhaka
Ahsania Mission, 121 doc-
tors said tobacco was
involved in six of the eight
leading causes of preventa-
ble death worldwide.

The statement noted that
cigarettes are very cheap
and readily available in the
market due to the multi-lay-
ered tax structure of ciga-
rettes in  Bangladesh
depending on the features
and brands.

As a result, consumers are
able to choose cheaper ciga-
rettes instead of quitting,
and the use of cigarettes has
been relatively similar in
recent years. The availabili-
ty of tobacco products must
be reduced through tax
increases, said the doctors.

According to the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS), tobacco users have
a 57 percent higher risk of
developing tobacco-related
diseases such as heart dis-
ease, stroke, COPD or lung
cancer, and a 109 percent

higher risk of other tobac-
co-related cancers.

According to the state-
ment, more than 1,61,000
people die of tobacco-relat-
ed diseases every year in
Bangladesh.

Thirty-five percent of
adults use tobacco prod-
ucts. Again, minors
between the ages of 13 and
15 do not shy away from
using tobacco products. As
a percentage, it is about 6.9
percent.

The number of people
who do not smoke, but indi-
rectly suffer from second
hand smoking, is higher
than the total number of
smokers overall. In terms of
numbers, it is about 40 mil-
lion people.

Bangladesh is one of the
most tobacco consuming
countries in the world.

According to the
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics, the per capita
national income (nominal)
has increased by 25.4 per-
cent in 2017-18 as com-
pared to 2015-16. However,
the price of most cigarettes
has remained almost
unchanged or has increased
slightly. —UNB
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Doctors for raising
tobacco tax

UNB

Scores of prominent doctors
have urged the government
to hike tobacco tax in the
budget to protect public
health.

In a joint statement on
Friday, initiated by Dhaka
Ahsania Mission, 121 doc-
tors said tobacco was
involved in six of the eight
leading causes of preventa-
ble death worldwide.

The statement noted that
cigarettes are very cheap
and readily available in the
market due to the multi-lay-
ered tax structure of ciga-
reftes  in Bangladesh
depending on the features
and brands.

As a result, consumers are
able to choose cheaper ciga-
rettes instead of quitting,
and the use of cigarettes has
been relatively similar in

recent years, The availability
of tobacco products must be
reduced  through tax
increases, said the doctors.

According to the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS), tobacco users have
a 57 percent higher risk of
developing tobacco-related
diseases such as heart dis-
ease, stroke, COPD or lung
cancer, and a 109 percent
higher risk of other tobacco-
related cancers.

According to the state-
ment, more than 1,61,000
people die of tobacco-relat-
ed diseases every year in
Bangladesh.

Thirty-five percent of
adults use tobacco products.
Again, minors between the
ages of 13 and 15 do not shy
away from using tobacco
products. As a percentage, it
is about 6.9 percent.

Contd on page-11- Col-1

Doctors

Cont from page 12

The number of people who do not smoke, but indirectly
suffer from second hand smoking, is higher than the total
number of smokers overall. In terms of numbers, it is about
40 million people.

Bangladesh is one of the most tobacco consuming coun-
tries in the world.

According to the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, the per
capita national income (nominal) has increased by 25.4 per-
cent in 2017-18 as compared to 2015-16. However, the price
of most digarettes has remained almost unchanged or has
increased slightly.

As a resull, cigarettes are becoming more readily avail-
able. Therefore, it is important to increase the price of ciga-
rettes through tax hike.

It is said that the government gets revenue of Tk 22,000
crore annually from tobacco companies. But the health
damage of tobacco is above Tk 30,000 crore per year.

This year's health sector budget is Tk 29,000 crore, It
turns out that the amount of damage caused by tobacco is
more than the budget of the health sector.

The doctors also insisted on amendment of the Tobacco
Control Act of 2013.

Only enactment of laws on tobacco control and reform of
the existing tobacco tax structure can make the country
tobacco free by 2040, announced Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

https://thedailynewnation.com/news/286788/Doctors-for-raising-tobacco-tax
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Scores of prominent doctors have urged the
government to hike tobacco tax in the budget to
protect public health.

In a joint statement on Friday, initiated by Dhaka
Ahsania Mission, 121 doctors said tobacco was
involved in six of the eight leading causes of
preventable death worldwide

The statement noted that cigareties are very cheap
and readily available in the market due to the multi-
layered tax structure of cigarettes in Bangladesh
depending on the features and brands.

As a result, consumers are able to choose cheaper

cigarettes instead of quitting, and the use of cigarettes has been relatively similar in recent years. The
availability of tobacco products must be reduced through tax increases, said the doctors

According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), tobacco users have a 57 percent higher risk of
developing tobacco-related diseases such as heart disease, stroke, COPD or lung cancer, and a 109
percent higher risk of other tobacco-related cancers.

According to the statement maore than 1 61 000 neobnle die of tobacco-reiated diseases averv vear in
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Doctors for raising
tobacco tax to protect

public health

DIIAKA : Scores of prominent doc
tors have urged the government to
hike tohacco tax in the badget to pro-
tect public health, reports UNB.

In a joint statement on Friday, instiat

are very cheap and readily
in the market doe to the multi-lay
ered tax structure of cigarettes in
Bangladesh depending on the fea
tures and brands.
As a result, consumers are able to
choose cheaper o instead of
quitting, and the use of cigarettes has
been relatively similar in recent
years. The availahility of tobacco
pto&nsmbcrednmdw
tax increases, said the doctors.
According to the Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS), tobacco
users have a 57 percent higher risk of
developing  tobacoo related  diseases
such as heart disease, stroke, COPD
or lung cancer, and a 109 percent
higher nisk of other tobacco related
cancers.
According to the satement, more
than 1,61,000 people die of tohacco
related discases every year in

Banglade<h.

Thirty five percent of adults use
tobacco products. Again, minors
between the ages of 13 and 15 do not
ucts. As a percentage, it is about 6.9

percent.

The number of people who do nat
smoke, but indirectly suffer from sec
and hand smoking, i higher than the
total number of smokers overall In
terms of numbers it i about 40 mil

24.4 peroent in 201718 as compared
to 2015 16 Tlowever, the poce of
mxst cigarcttes has remained almost
unchanged or has increased slightly.
As a result, cigarcttes are becoming
mare readily available. Therefore, #t
is important to increase the peice of
cigarettes tax hike.

It is said that the government gets
revenue of Tk 22,000 crore annually
from tobacco companics. But the
health damage of tobacco is above Tk
30,000 crore per year.

This year's health sector bodget is Tk
29,000 crore. It turns out that the
amount of damage caused by tobacco
is more than the budget of the health
soctor.

The doctors akso insisted on amend
ment of the Tobacco Control Act of
2013

Only enactment of laws on tobacco
contral and reform of the cxasting
tobaceo tax structure can make the
country tobacro free by 2040,
announced Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasna.
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Doctors for raising tobacco
tax to protect public health

Staff Correspondent: Scores of prominent doc-
tors have urged the government to hike tobacco
tax in the budget to protect public health.

In a joint statement on Friday, initiated by Dhaka
Ahsania Mission, 121 doctors said tobacco was
involved in six of the eight leading causes
of preventable death worldwide.

The statement noted that cigarettes are
very cheap and readily available in the
market due to the multi-layered tax
structure of cigarettes in Bangladesh
depending on the features and brands.

As a result, consumers are able to
choose cheaper cigarettes instead of quit-
ting, and the use of cigarettes has been rela-
tively similar in recent years. The availability of
tobacco products must be reduced through tax
increases, said the doctors.

According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS), tobacco users have a 57 percent higher

&

risk of developing tobacco-related diseases such
as heart disease, stroke, COPD or lung cancer,
and a 109 percent higher risk of other tobacco-
related cancers.
According to the statement, more than
1,61,000 people die of tobacco-related
diseases every year in Bangladesh.
Thirty-five percent of adults use
tobacco products. Again, minors
between the ages of 13 and 15 do not
shy away from using tobacco prod-
ucts. As a percentage, it is about 6.9
percent.
The number of people who do not smoke,
but indirectly suffer from second hand smok-
ing, is higher than the total number of smokers
overall. In terms of numbers, it is about 40 mil-
lion people.
Bangladesh is one of the most tobacco consuming
countries in the (See Page-2)
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https://www.ittefaqg.com.bd/capital /242591 /%E0%A6%A4%E0%AE6%BE%EQ%A6%AEBEQ0%A6%BE%EQ%
A6%95-%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%B0-

%EQ0%AB6%ACKHEQ%AT %83%E0%AE6%AE%EQ%AT7%EDWEQ%AE%AT7%E0%AE6%BF%EQ0%AE6%B0-
%E0%A6%9C%E0%AE%A8%EQ%AT7%8D%EQ%AG%AF-%E0%AT7%AT7%EQ%AT7%A8%EQ%AT7%AT-
%EQ0%AB6%9A%E0%A6%BF%E0%AE6%95%E0%A6%BF%EQ%A7%8E%E0%A6%B8%EQ0%A6%95%EQ%A7%87
%EQ0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%ACY%E0%A6%BF%EQ0%AE%ACKEQ%AT7%83%E0%AE6%A4%EQ%AE%BF
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https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/miscellaneous/580707/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%AGBAE%EQ
%A6%BEY%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%ACYKE0%A6%IB%E0%AE%BO%EO%AT%87-
%E0%A6%95%E0%AT7%87%E0%A7%9C%EQ%AT7%87-
%EQ0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%EQ0%A6%IA%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%IBY%EO%AT%87-
%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C-%E0%A6%B2%EQ0%A6%BE%E0%A6%96-
%EQ0%AB%AE%EQ%AE6%BEXEQ%AE%AB%E0%AT7%81%EQ0%AE%B7%EQ%A7%87%EQ0%A6%B0-
%EQ0%AB6%AA%E0%AT7%8D%E0%AE6%BO%E0%AE%BE%EQ%AE%AS



https://www.dailynayadiganta.com/miscellaneous/580707/%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%95-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A6%9B%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%96-%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A8%E0%A7%81%E0%A6%B7%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A3
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UNITED NEWS OF BANGLADESH

Doctors for raising tobacco tax to protect
public health

ofofe]a]-
E= UNB NEWS Q@ DHAKA (O PUBLISH- MAY 07,2021,06:37 PM 0. UNB NEWS - UNB NEWS

(© UPDATE- MAY 09, 2021, 09:49 AM

Scores of prominent doctors have urged the government to hike tobacco tax in the budget to
protect public health.

In a joint statement on Friday, initiated by Dhaka Ahsania Mission. 121 doctors said tobacco was
involved in six of the eight leading causes of preventable death worldwide.

The statement noted that cigarettes are very cheap and readily available in the market due to
the multi-layered tax structure of cigarettes in Bangladesh depending on the features and
brands.

As a result, consumers are able to choose cheaper cigarettes instead of quitting. and the use of
cigarettes has been relatively similar in recent years. The availability of tobacco products must
be reduced through tax increases, said the doctors.

Also read: Speakers want specific taxes imposed to increase price of tobacco products
According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS), tobacco users have a 57 percent higher
risk of developing tobacco-related diseases such as heart disease, stroke, COPD or lung
cancer, and a 109 percent higher risk of other tobacco-related cancers.

According to the statement, more than 1.61,000 people die of tobacco-related diseases every

year in Bangladesh.
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Joint statement of 121 doctors regarding Tobacco Tax initiated by Dhaka Ahsania Mission.
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Statement of 121 doctors for raising tobacco tax to protect public health

In order to protect public health, 121 eminent doctors of the
country have requested the government to increase the
tobacco tax.

In a joint statement initiated by the Dhaka Ahsania Mission.
doctors said tobacco was involved in six of the eight leading
causes of preventable death worldwide.

According to the Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS). nearly
half of all tobacco users die from tobacco use. Tobacco users
have a 57w higher risk of developing tobacco-related diseases
such as heart disease, stroke, COPD or lung cancer. and a

B e T . DA W T . G ST T

108 higher risk of other tobacco-related cancers. That is why
more than 1 lakh 61 thousand people die of tobacco-related diseases every year in Bangladesh.

35 of adults use tobacco products. As a number which is more than 35 million. Again, minors between the ages of 13 and 15
do not shy away from using tobacce products. As a percentage. it is also about 6.9,

The number of people who do not smoke, but indirectly suffer from second-hand smoking, is higher than the total number of
smokers overall. In terms of numbers. it is about 40 million people, which is more than a direct smoker.

https://tbarta24.com/statement-of-121-doctors-for-raising-tobacco-tax-to-protect-public-health/
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