Media Coverage

of
“Letter to 337 MPs for tobacco tax and price increase in the budget”

Total D1 Media Coverages

Summery:

Kazi Rafiqul Alam, president of Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM), has recently written to
336 MPs seeking price hike in all tobacco products, including cigarettes, in the budget for
the coming 2021-22 fiscal year to protect public health and increase revenue. In the letter,
he called on the lawmakers to support the price hike by imposing a specific tax on tobacco
products in the next budget session and to send an official letter of proposal (DO letter) to
the finance minister.
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Letter to 336 MPs for tobacco tax
= and price increase in the budget

o Rafiqad A, President of Dhaka
Ahsinio Misioo (DAM), has rooently

cnod,” Tobaooo e has boen doonoased
by s8.5 pervent in 2017 (relative sodoc-
tioa) as d %0 2005, Althoogh
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«ammwmhn
qmmgxul..zﬁnlyurwm
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by the Prime Minaster.

Al a5, "Si0oe 2000, the carmont gov-
cconomik development as wedl as tobae-
<o contenl activisics have hoon strengh

ths rodh in tobacvo wse in 2 shot
mnddlhrnawloﬂhrm

tobacco (smoking and smokolos) and
shont 383 milfion aduls who do not
smoke are exposed 30 somdhand
xmoke in varous pohiic plaoe, woek-
Maces and public transport (GATS
2017), Tobecco wse Killk more thas
M000 poopile in Bangladash cvory yoar
ﬂmm::am).&mm:o
Dotk ke ) Yows of

prodoctivity) of Wbeooo usee in the 2016-
17 financial yoor was Tk 50,560 croee, a
rolease sadd.

ucts and subma an oficial kettor of pro-
posal (DX Jetter) to the finance minkster
i the next budget soedon,

already gven a DX lotter i rospoose 0
the call of Kazi Rafiqul Alam, Presidens
of Dialkes Ahsania Mission.
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Letter to 336 MPs for tobacco tax
and price increase in the budget

Kazi Rafiqul Alam

resident of Dhaka Absania Nissise
P (DAM), has mecently written a

requw lemv to 336 MP; m take
role in for and i 4
stroag tobacco tariff pohry for the
upcoming 20z3-22 fiscal yesr badget to
increase the price of &1l tobacen products
Incloding clwnms and to bulld & (obao-
o froe B h 2040 a8 d
the Honhl:« Prime Minkster.In o Ifnot

dd d to cach ber of p

separately, Kux Rafiqul Alam said, "Since
2009 thecuml gwmrnmemhncarmd

price of TK 50 per 10 packs of cigarettes
nilo\mtizr:ndnddmszsouaw«d-

as wd) as mb&w control activities bas
been srengthened.” Tobaceo wae has
decruased by 18,5 percent in 2017 (rels-
tive rxluction) as com-
pared to 2009, Although
s reduetion in tobacon
use in @ short period of
time is & sign of the gov-
ernmment’s spooess, there
are still abowt 37.8 mil- -

Hon sdults is Bangladesh who us tobac-
< {smoking and smokeless) and about
354 mﬂllonaduuswho&onotsmoknm

dharx] smoke in vark

Y v duty; At the m:dd.!v: tier,
M retail price of 10 sticks of cigar

per 10 grams and impose 3 fixed supple-
mentary duty of Tk 27 (60%); And fixing
am:lpnwol'l’l(zswno;rmmafgul
and intposing & fixed y duty

n«dlobermulu‘rkvoamhspmﬁc
supplementary duty of TK 4550 to be
imposed; At the high tier,
the retail price of every
10 sticks of cigareties i
1o fix at TK 110 and aspe-
afic supplemestary duty
of TK 71,50 % 10 bnpse;
And fixing & cotall price
of TK 140 per 10 sticks of
cigarettes at a premivm
level and insposing & spo-

puhm sslac:t».ss workplaces snd public
transport (GATS 2017). Tobacoo use kills
mote than 161,000 poople in Basgledesh
every yesr (Tobaceo Aths. aozo)
Besides. the ic loss (med

exponses and Jass of productivity) of
tobacoo use in the 201637 financial year
was Tk 30560 crore.dn his lettor, Kozt
Rafiqul Alam pot forward theee peoposals
for tobacco tax and peice hike in the
upcoming 2021-22 budget. These are1.
Introdece price-hased exeise (supple-
mentary) duty an all cigarette beands
with uniform cover (supplementary duty
65% of final retadl price] Le., fix the retail

cific supph y duty
of TK 91.2. lnlr\x‘lm
specific exclse (supple-
mestary) duty on fittered
and unfiltered bicis with
umiform cover (45% of the fina) retadl
price of supplementary duty) L.e., fix the
m;ll peien e! unﬂluwd Ndls st TK 75
an P

ol TK 15 (60%) Kaz Rabqul Alam, presi-
dent of the Dhaka Ahsania Mission,

called oo the bawmakess to support the
price hike through 2 specific tax on 1ohac-
oo products and sobmie an official letwer
of proposal (DO lettes) to the finanes

dutyo('ncuas,e\nd&unsmcmsﬂ
price of & 20-stickod bldl with a filter at
TK 20 and imposing a specific supple-
mentary dutyof TX 9.3, Introdoee specif-
ic excise (supp rv) duty inchudi

tuundpmmcmmom)mdnundgm
i.e., fix the retail pelce of jords at TX 45

minkster In the next budget session ll
may be toned that Moh

Ebadu) Karim, Member of Parliament for
Brahnuanharia-5 constitnency bis already
given & DO letter in response 1o the call of
Kazi Rafiqul Alom, President of
Dhaka Ahsanic Mission.
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