Kazi Firoz Rashid MP’s request to the Health Minister to
Amend Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005

Summary:

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has announced to make Bangladesh tobacco free by 2040. In the
light of this announcement, various government and non-government organizations are already
working. In continuation of this work, Dhaka-6 MP Kazi Firoz Rashid recently requested Health
Minister Zahid Malek to amend the Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005 in the light
of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control-FCTC.

In a written letter, Kazi Firoz Rashid told Health Minister Zahid Malek that there has been a
huge improvement in tobacco control activities during the various terms of the present
government. The Tobacco Control Act was amended in 2013 and passed in 2015. Tobacco
control activities have been integrated into mainstream development activities, including the
inclusion of the HU Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in the Seventh Five-Year Plan
to meet SDG's health goals of sustainable development. Realizing the dangers of tobacco, the
Prime Minister announced at the closing ceremony of the South Asian Speakers' Summit on
'Achieving Sustainable Development Goals' held in Dhaka on January 30-31, 2017 that tobacco
use will be completely eradicated from Bangladesh by 2040. To achieve this goal, he also
announced to amend the existing Tobacco Control Act in line with the FCTC.

Kazi Firoz Rashid also mentioned some weaknesses in the existing tobacco control laws such as
reservation of smoking space in public places and transport, display of tobacco products in sales
outlets, tobacco company's social responsibility program (CSR), retail sale of tobacco products
and sale of new types of tobacco products including e-cigarettes. As it continues, it is not able to
play an effective role in reducing tobacco use.

In this context, Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP, requested the Health Minister to take steps to amend the
Tobacco Control Act in the light of the FCTC as promised by the Prime Minister to protect
public health. He also made several proposals to the health minister. These include ensuring a
100% smoke-free environment by completely banning smoking in all public places, especially
restaurants and public transport, to discourage smoking; Prohibit the display of tobacco products
at the point of sale; A complete ban on tobacco companies' social responsibility programs or
CSR activities; Prohibit the retail sale of bidi-cigarettes and unpacked jorda-gul; Ban the import
and sale of emerging tobacco products such as e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products (HTP);
And imposing strict restrictions on tobacco packaging, including increasing the size of illustrated
health warnings.

According to Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) 2017 report, there are 36.7 million adults in
Bangladesh who use tobacco, of which 19.2 million are smokers and 22 million are smokeless.
Moreover, according to GATS 2013 report, about 6 percent of adolescents between the ages of
13 and 15 in Bangladesh use tobacco products. And according to the report of Tobacco Atlas
2020, about 1 lakh 81 thousand people die prematurely every year due to tobacco related
diseases in the country. In the 2016-17 financial year, the amount of economic loss (loss of
medical expenses and productivity) of tobacco use was Tk 30,560 crore.
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Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005

Kazi Firoz Rashid MP’s request to
the Health Minister to amend

Industry Desk: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has announced to make
Bangladesh tobacco free by 2040, In the
light of this announcement, various
government and non-government

organizations are already working. In
continuation of this work, Dhaka-6 MP
Kazi Firoz Rashid recently requested
Health Minister Zahid Malek to amend
the Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control)
Act, 2005 in the light of the WHO
Tobacco

Framework Convention on
Control-FCTC.

In a written letter, Kazi
Firoz Rashid told Health
Minister Zahid Malek that
there has been a huge
improvement in tobacco
control activities during the
various terms of the
present government. The
Tobacco Control Act was
amended in 2013 and
passed in 2015. Tobacco
control activities have been
integrated into mainstream development
activities, including the inclusion of the
HU Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control in the Seventh Five-Year Plan to
meet SDG's health goals of sustainable
development. Realizing the dangers of
tobacco, the Prime Minister announced
at the closing ceremony of the South
Asian Speakers' Summit on 'Achieving
Sustainable Development Goals' held in
Dhaka on January 30-31, 2017 that
tobacco use will be completely

eradicated from Bangladesh by 2040. To
achieve this goal, he also announced to
amend the existing Tobacco Control Act
in line with the FCTC. Kazi Firoz Rashid
also mentioned some weaknesses in the
existing tobacco control laws such as
reservation of smoking space in public
places and transport, display of tobacco
products in sales outlets, tobacco
company's social responsibility program
(CSR), retail sale of tobacco products
and sale of new types of tobacco
products including e-
cigarettes. As it continues,
it is not able to play an
effective role in reducing
tobacco use.

According to Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS)
2017 report, there are 36.7
million adults in
Bangladesh who use
tobacco, of which 19.2
million are smokers and 22
million are smokeless.
Moreover, according to GATS 2013
report, about 6 percent of adolescents
between the ages of 13 and 15 in
Bangladesh use tobacco products. And
according to the report of Tobacco Atlas
2020, about 1 lakh 81 thousand people
die prematurely every year due to
tobacco related diseases in the country.
In the 2016-17 financial year, the
amount of economic loss (loss of medical
expenses and productivity) of tobacco
use was Tk 30,560 crore.
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Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005
Kazi Firoz Rashid MP’s request to the Health Minister to amend

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has announced to make Bangladesh tobacco
free by 2040. In the light of this announcement, various government and
non-government organizations are already working. In continuation of this
work, Dhaka-6 MP Kazi Firoz Rashid recently requested Health Minister Zahid
Malek to amend the Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005 in the
light of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control-FCTC.

In a written letter, Kazi Firoz Rashid told Health Minister Zahid Malek that
there has been a huge improvement in tobacco control activities during the
various terms of the present government. The Tobacco Control Act was
amended in 2013 and passed in 2015. Tobacco control activities have been
integrated into mainstream development activities, including the inclusion of
the HU Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in the Seventh Five-Year
Plan to meet SDG’s health goals of sustainable development. Realizing the
dangers of tobacco, the Prime Minister announced at the closing ceremony of



the South Asian Speakers’ Summit on ‘Achieving Sustainable Development
Goals’ held in Dhaka on January 30-31, 2017 that tobacco use will be
completely eradicated from Bangladesh by 2040. To achieve this goal, he
also announced to amend the existing Tobacco Control Act in line with the
FCTC.

Kazi Firoz Rashid also mentioned some weaknesses in the existing tobacco
control laws such as reservation of smoking space in public places and
transport, display of tobacco products in sales outlets, tobacco company’s
social responsibility program (CSR), retail sale of tobacco products and sale
of new types of tobacco products including e-cigarettes. As it continues, it is
not able to play an effective role in reducing tobacco use.

In this context, Kazi Firoz Rashid, MP, requested the Health Minister to take
steps to amend the Tobacco Control Act in the light of the FCTC as promised
by the Prime Minister to protect public health. He also made several
proposals to the health minister. These include ensuring a 100% smoke-free
environment by completely banning smoking in all public places, especially
restaurants and public transport, to discourage smoking; Prohibit the display
of tobacco products at the point of sale; A complete ban on tobacco
companies’ social responsibility programs or CSR activities; Prohibit the
retail sale of bidi-cigarettes and unpacked jorda-gul; Ban the import and sale
of emerging tobacco products such as e-cigarettes and heated tobacco
products (HTP); And imposing strict restrictions on tobacco packaging,
including increasing the size of illustrated health warnings.

According to Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS) 2017 report, there are
36.7 million adults in Bangladesh who use tobacco, of which 19.2 million are
smokers and 22 million are smokeless. Moreover, according to GATS 2013
report, about 6 percent of adolescents between the ages of 13 and 15 in
Bangladesh use tobacco products. And according to the report of Tobacco
Atlas 2020, about 1 lakh 81 thousand people die prematurely every year due
to tobacco related diseases in the country. In the 2016-17 financial year, the
amount of economic loss (loss of medical expenses and productivity) of
tobacco use was Tk 30,560 crore.
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