Tobacco products cannot be sold within 100 meters of an education
and healthcare provider: Local Government Department

Summary:

Tobacco products cannot be sold within 100 meters of an education and healthcare provider. This has been stated
in the recently published guidelines for implementation of tobacco control activities of local government
organizations.

Sub-section 8.5 of the guideline states, "No trade license shall be issued for the sale of tobacco products within 100
meters of all educational institutions and healthcare providers."

In addition, sub-section 8.6 states that the issuance of trade licenses for tobacco sales outlets shall be determined
by the concerned local government bodies, taking into account the population density and demand in places other
than educational institutions and healthcare providers.

In this regard, the Minister of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, Md. Tajul Islam, MP said in
the guideline, "I think it is possible to control tobacco use in the country by developing effective marketing and
prevention measures." In this case, local government institutions have the opportunity to play an important role.
Helaluddin Ahmed, senior secretary in the local government department at the Ministry of Local Government,
Rural Development and Cooperatives, said smoking and tobacco use were extremely harmful to public health, the
economy and the environment. In order to protect the people of this country from the grave health risks of
smoking and tobacco use, effective participation of all government ministries, departments, non-governmental
organizations, media, civil society representatives is required. The guideline will be applicable to all organizations
under the local government department, he said.

Meanwhile, the guidelines state that a person / organization receiving a trade license can conduct business in one
place. Separate trade licenses must be obtained for more than one place / shop and no license should be issued for
sale of tobacco products in any department store, food shop, grocery store and restaurant. Not to issue license to
any type of tobacco products center without holding number. (Subsections 8.3 and 8.4)

In addition, sub-section 8.10 states that reactors or factories producing tobacco products should also be covered
by trade licenses and no reactors or factories within 100 meters of all types of educational institutions and
healthcare providers should be given trade licenses.

It may be mentioned that the Dhaka Ahsania Mission has provided special assistance in the formulation of the
guideline by providing various logistical support, said Muhammad Ibrahim, Additional Secretary, Water Supply Sub-
Division, Ministry of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives. He also hoped that the guidelines
would play an important role in reducing and controlling smoking and tobacco use in Bangladesh.

The guidelines for the implementation of tobacco control activities by local government bodies also state that if
anyone fails to comply with these guidelines and tobacco control laws, their trade licenses will be revoked. In the
light of the guidelines, the concerned people have expressed hope that the sale of tobacco products in the vicinity
of the educational and health care institutions will be stopped this time.#
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