Dhaka Ahsania Mission

Health Sector
152/Ka, PC Culture Housing Society, Shyamoli, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh

Project: Tobacco Control Advocacy for a comprehensive national law amendment
including: DSA removal, TAPS ban, E-cigarette ban

Activity: Scenario of Tobacco Products Display at POSs Survey Dissemination
Date: 04/01/2021; Mode of Program: Online (Using Zoom Platform)

Organized By: Dhaka Ahsania Mission

Supported By: Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK)

Media Report

Summary: It is necessary to amend the TC Law to ban the display of tobacco products in the
Points of Sales (POSs), single sticks sale of tobacco products and sale of tobacco products within
100 meters of the educational institution. This was demanded by the speakers at a virtual
discussion meeting titled 'Dissemination of the results of the Scenario of Tobacco Products
Display at POSs Survey' organized by the Health Sector of Dhaka Ahsania Mission on
04.01.2021 (Monday) at 3.00 pm. The Dhaka Ahsania Mission conducted a survey titled 'Big
Tobacco Tiny Target Bangladesh' to expose the strategies used by the tobacco industry for
marketing the products to children and youth around schools & playground. On the other hand,
another survey conducted by the anti-tobacco organization BITA and ACD in one of the three
major cities of the country (Chattogram, Rajshahi and Rangpur). The survey showed that tobacco
products displaying at 84% points of sale, of which Rangpur (92%), Chattogram (86%) and
Rajshahi (73%). According to Big Tobacco Tiny Target survey in Bangladesh, tobacco products
were sold in 90% of the points of sales within 100 yards of schools and playgrounds and in 82%
points of sales tobacco products were displayed within the children's sight. 64% ponts of sales
display chocolate / candy, toys, sweets or other items next to / along with tobacco products.

Honorable Secretary, Health Services Division, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) Mr. Md. Abdul Mannan was the chief guest of the program said the results of such a
survey will help in amending the law. If everyone has willpower and cooperation then we can
build a tobacco free Bangladesh before 2040. The Special guests were of the program, Kazi
Zebunnesa Begum, Additional Secretary, Health Services Division; Mr. Md. Zillur Rahman
Chowdhury, Joint Secretary and Coordinator, National Tobacco Control Cell, Health Services
Division; Former Chairman of Bangladesh Chemical Industry Corporation, Md. Mostafizur
Rahman. The program was chaired by Mr. Igbal Masud, Director, Health and WASH Sector
Dhaka Ahsania Mission. Secretary General of Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association, M
Rezaul Karim Sarkar Robin, Mr. Abdul Kaium Talukdar, Vice Chairman, Bangladesh Dokan
Malik Somity; Head of the Department of Epidemiology, National Heart Foundation Dr. Sohel
Reza Chowdhury, Country Manager of Vital Strategies, Bangladesh. Mr. Nasir Uddin, Grants
Manager of CTFK Mr. Md. Abdus Salam Miah, Program Officer Mr. Ataur Rahman Masud and
the representatives of other retailer associations, anti-tobacco organization and journalists were
also present at the occasion. Total 26 media reports and 01 special report have generated. The
reports are below with links.
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Study: Tobacco shops within 100metres
of 90% schools, playgrounds

Kamrul Hasan

e  Published at 10:34 pm January 4th, 2021

Open display of tobacco products are influencing children to take
up smoking, the study says

Tobacco shops, whether portable or regular, have been found within 100metres of
90% of schools or playgrounds, a study finds.

Speakers said it is causing an increase in the number of new tobacco users as
well.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) came upon the find in its study -- Tobacco
Advertisement, Sales, Product Display, and Purchase Incentives around Schools
and Playgrounds -- conducted in 2017 and early 2018.

Mokhlesur Rahman, assistant director and project coordinator (health sector) of
DAM presented the survey findings of two studies conducted in 2017-2018 and in
2019 at a virtual dissemination program on Monday afternoon.


https://www.dhakatribune.com/author/Kamrul%20Hasan

The study was conducted to find out what strategy traders were adopting to
attract new customers (children, teenagers) near schools and playgrounds, said
Mokhlesur.

He added that another follow-up study was about to be conducted in 2020 to
assess the changing scenario but it could not be undertaken due to the outbreak
of the coronavirus pandemic.

What the study found

The first study was conducted around 157 schools and 23 playgrounds in 8
divisional cities, four districts and 11 upazilas.

The study found the presence of tobacco shops in their various forms within 100
metres of 90% of schools or playgrounds, while 82% of the shops have a tobacco
display at the eye level of children (at one metre height).

Traders in 64% of the shops were also selling other items like chocolates, toys
and sweets which attract children.

Also, 98% of the traders were selling single sticks of cigarettes, the study found.

In another study conducted in three divisional cities — Rangpur (392), Chittagong
(1,000) and Rajshahi (424) — of the 1,816 selling points tobacco was sold in 355
roadside shops, 384 tea stalls, 992 general stores, 15 super shops, 59 only
tobacco selling shops and 11 restaurants.

Of the total number of shops surveyed, 83.8% shops displayed tobacco openly, of
which 83.9% displayed them on shelves, 56.9% on tables or trays, 7.2% at the
cash counter, 7.2% in any other form, the study found.

Speakers for ban of open display

Replying to a question, Mokhlesur Rahman said the result of the study was still
valid as no changes had been noticed over the years.

Sharmeen Rahman, senior program officer of DAM, said there was a mention in
the Tobacco Control Act about POSs but no mention about displaying tobacco
which traders were misusing frequently.



Nasir Uddin, Country Manager of Vital Strategy, said that as there was no ban on
exhibition, shopkeepers displayed tobacco items in the way they displayed other
products.

These open exhibitions provoke children which led to the increase of new users
every day, Deputy Director of Young Power in Social Action (YPSA) Nasima Banu
Shyamoli observed.

Meanwhile, Zakir Hossain, general secretary of Bangladesh Super Market
Association blamed the lack of implementation of the current laws and proper
campaigning for such a state of things.

Speakers at the program recommended banning open exhibition of tobacco, fixing
the age of purchasing, banning selling of single tobacco sticks or packets and
amending the current law along with ensuring a strict implementation of it.

Government officials unaware why proceedings are halted

Zillur Rahman Chowdhury, joint secretary (Tobacco control) of the Health
Services Division (HSD) under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare said
they had already spoken with the upazila and district level administration about
conducting mobile court to stop open selling.

Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, additional secretary (World Health Wing) of HSD said
although a number of circulars were issued proceedings always came to a halt for
unknown reasons.

The additional secretary said there was no regulation that defined the
responsibilities of the stakeholders. So, the authorities will initiate formulating the
regulations soon.

The chief guest at the program, HSD Secretary Abdul Mannan, said: “It seems the
campaign could not be done properly. We have to identify our weaknesses and
act wisely.”
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Lawneeds to be amended toban
tobacco products in sales outlets:

ksmytnamend'hehwwban
ihe display of tobacco products in the
tobacco sales center, sale of tobacco
products within 100 meters of the
educational institution and retail sale of

Currently, the Department of Health
sgvmlmukmtheimhuvewmd

Md. Nasir Uddin

Audut Rahman

Rashed- UBINIG

display of |
Speakers

present at the occasion.

Itisto be noted that the Government of
Bangladesh enacted the Smoking and
Tobaceo Use (Control) Act, 2005 in the
light of RCTC with utmost importance on
public welfare. In 2013, several
important amendments were made to
the Tobacco Control Act and in 2015, the
Smoking and Tobacco Use (Control)

formulated.
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control.
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NewNation Friday, January 8, 2021

Law needs to be amended to ban display of tobacco products

in sales outlets
By : City Desk

It is necessary to amend the law to ban the display of tobacco products in the Points of
Sale (POSs), sale of tobacco products within 100 meters of the educational institution
and loose sale of tobacco products in the POSs, a press release said.

This was demanded by the speakers at a virtual discussion meeting titled
'‘Dissemination of the results of the Scenario of Tobacco Products Display at POSs
Survey' organized by the Health Sector of Dhaka Ahsania Mission on Monday.

The Dhaka Ahsania Mission conducted a survey titled 'Big Tobacco Tiny Target
Bangladesh' on the strategies that tobacco companies are adopting, especially within
100 yards of educational institutions, to attract students and youth.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission Assistant Director Md. Mukhlesur Rahman presented the
results of the survey. He said that according to the survey, tobacco products were sold
in 90% of the sales outlets within 100 yards of schools and playgrounds and in 82% of
the outlets, tobacco products were displayed within the children's sight. 64% of sales
outlets display chocolate / candy, toys, sweets or other items next to / along with
tobacco products.

On the other hand, the survey conducted by the anti-tobacco organization BITA and
ACD in one of the three major cities of the country (Chattogram, Rajshahi and
Rangpur) also showed the display of tobacco products at 84% points of sale. Of which
Rangpur (92%), Chattogram (86%) and Rajshahi (73%).

Secretary of the Health Services Division Md. Abdul Mannan as the chief guest said
the government enacted laws and regulations on tobacco control and later amended it
appropriately. Currently, the Health Services Division has taken the initiative to
amend the law again. In this case, the results of such a survey will help in amending
the law. If everyone has willpower and cooperation then we can build a tobacco free
Bangladesh before 2040.

Kazi Zebunnesa Begum, Additional Secretary, Health Services Division, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare as the special guest said that when a law is enacted, many
things are said in the law and many things are not said but are implied. As the
Tobacco Control Act also does not directly mention the issue of display of tobacco
products, tobacco products are displayed in the POSs. So the Health Services Division
and the National Tobacco Control Cell will take note of this when amending the law.
Igbal Masud, Director, Dhaka Ahsania Mission Health and WASH Sector chaired the
occasion while among others, Md. Zillur Rahman Chowdhury, Joint Secretary and
Coordinator, National Tobacco Control Cell, Health Services, Former Chairman of
Bangladesh Chemical Industry Corporation, Md. Mostafizur Rahman, Secretary
General of Bangladesh Restaurant Owners Association, M Rezaul Karim Sarkar



http://m.thedailynewnation.com/print-news/

Robin, Mr. Abdul Kaium Talukdar, Vice Chairman, Bangladesh Dokan Malik
Somity; Head of the Department of Epidemiology, National Heart Foundation Dr.
Sohail Reza Chowdhury and the represtatives of other retailer associations, anti-
tobacco organization and journalists were also present at the occasion.

The New Nation
1 R.K. Mission Road, Ittefaq Bhaban (3rd floor), Dhaka-1203
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Law needs to be amended
to ban display of tobacco

products

News Report

Itis necessary to amend the law
to ban the display of tobacco
ts in the Points of Sale
(POSs), sale oftobacco products
within 100 meters of the
educational institutionand loose
sale of tobacco products in the
POSs, a press release said.

This was demanded by the
speakers at a virtual discussion
titled 'Dissemination of the
results of the Scenario of
Tobacco Products Display at
POSs Survey’ organised by the
Health Sector of Dhaka Ahsania
Mission on Monday.

The Dhaka Ahsania Mission
conducted a survey titled 'Big
Tobacco Tiny Target
Bangladesh' on the strategies

- that tobacco companies are
adopting, especially within 100
yardsofeducational institutions,
to attract students and youth.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission
Assistant  Director  Md.
Mukhlesur Rahman presented

- - -

- -

the results of the survey.

He said that according to the
survey, tobacco products were
sold in 90 per cent of the sales
outlets within 100 yards of
schools and playgrounds and in
82 percentoftheoutlets, tobacco
products were displayed within
the children's sight.

64 per cent of sales outlets
display chocalate / candy, toys,
sweets or other items next (o /
along with tobacco products.

On the other hand, the survey
conducted by the anti-tobacco
organizations BITAand ACD in
one of the three major cities of
the country (Chattogram,
Rajshahi and Rangpur) also
showed the display of tobaeco
produc:tssal at 84 per cent points of

e.

Of which Rangpur (92 per
cent), Chattogram (86 per cent)
and Rajshahi (73 per cent).

Secretary of the Health
Services Division Md. Abdul
Mannan as the chief guest said
the government enacted laws

" displayed in the POSs. So the

and regulations on tobacco
control and later amended it

appropriately.

Currently, the Health Services
Division has taken the initiative
to amend the law again. In this
case, theresults of suchasurvey
will help in amending the law. If
everyone has willpower and

ion then we can build a
tobacco free Bangladesh befone
2040. .

Kazi Zebunnesa Begum,
additional secretary, Health
Services Division, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare; as
alaw isenacted, many things are
said in the law and many things
are not said but are implied. As
the Tobacco Control Act also
does not directly mention the
issue of display of tobacco
products, tobacco products are

Health Services Division and
the National Tobacco Control
Cell will take note of this when
amendmg the law ~hal




CITIZEN TiMES

Dhaka, Wodnuday, 06 Jlmury, 2031

Law needs to be amended to
ban display of tobacco products
in sales outlets: Speakers

mnn

et s SUCESETN

ltnsmnywmnendthelmto
ban the display of tobacco
mthePcmtsodee(POSs sale of
tobacco products within 100 meters
of the educational institution and
loose sale of tobacco products in
mePOSs,lpmstelmcsmd.
This was demanded by the
at a virtual discussion meeting titled
'Dissemination of the results of the

that tobacco companies
are ing, especially within 100
yards of educational institutions, to

zation BITA and ACD in one of the
three major cities of the couptry
(Chnttognm Rajshahi  and

gpur) also showed the display
of tobaeoo products at 84% points

Secretary of the Health Scmceo
Division Md. Abdul Mannan as the
chief said the government
Jlaws and regulations on
tobacco control and later
it appropriately. Currently, the
Health Services Division has taken
the initiative to’ amend the Iaw

of this when amending the law.
Igbal Masud, Director, Dhaka

~
Ahsania Mission Health and WASH
Sector chaired the occasion while
among others, Md. Zillur Rahmm

Chowdhury, Joint Secretary and
Coordinator, National Tobacco
Control Ccll Health Services,
gladesh

Owners Association, M Rezaul
Karim Sarkar Robin, Mr. Abdul
Kaium Tnlukdar Vice Chairman,
Bangladesh Dokan Malik Somity;
Head of the Department of
prdemxology National Heart
Foundation Dr. Sohail Reza
Chowdhury and the represtatives of
other retailer associations, anti-
tobacco tion and journal-
ists were present at the occa-
sion.

It is to b; noted that the
Government of Bangladesh enacted
the Smoking and Tobacco Use
Contml) Act, 2005 in the hght of

with utmost

pubhc welfare. In 20'13 uuul
% ah.deocmroma in

wmﬂdb\nld&nghddtugloboc-
co-free country by 2040.
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Law n,jeéds ﬁ}be amended to ban display of
tobacco products in sales outlets: Speakers

It is necessary to amend the ;
law to ban. the display offill | ﬂ a wrrn |
tobacco products in the s : -

Points of Sale (POSs), sale
of tobacco products within
100 meters of the educa-
tional institution and loose
sale of tobacco products in
the POSs, a press release
said.
This was demanded by the [
s at a virtual discus- i
sion  meeting titled
‘Dissemination  of the.
results of the Scenario of Tobacco,

Md. Nadd

Products Display at POSs Surv Gf’.

organized by the Health Sector ©
Dhaka Ahsania Mission on ay. +
The Dhaka Ahsania Mission conductéd
a survey titled 'Big Tobacco Tiny
Target Bangladesh' on the’
that tobacco companies are adopting,
especially within 100 yards of edii
tional institutions, to attract s
and youth. Al
D Ahsania Mission Assistant
Director Md. Mukhlesur Rahman pre-
sented the results of the survey. He said
{ that according tcid the. 9s0n:\veyf tobacco
products were sold in 90% o es
outlets within 100 yards of schools and
playgrounds and in 82% of the outlets,
tobacco ucts were displayed with-
in the c ildrven'?I sight. 64% of sales
outlets display chocolate / candy, toys,
sweets or other items next to / along
with tobacco products. # .
On the other hand, the survey conduct-
ed by the anti-tobacco organization
BITA and ACD in one of the three
major cities of the .jcountry
(Chattogram, Rajshahi and gpur)
also showed the display of tobacco
products at 84% points of sale. Of
which Rangpur (92%), Chattogram
(86%) and Rajshahi (73%).
Secretary of the Health Services
Division Md. Abdul Mannan as the
chief guest said the government enact-
ed laws and regulations on tobacco
control and later amended it appropri-
ately. Currently, the Health Services
Division has taken the initiative to
* amend the law again. In this case, the
results of such a survey will help in
amending the law. If everyone has
willpower and cooperation then we can
ggild a tobacco free Bangladesh before
40.
Kazi Zebunnesa Begum, Additional
Secretary, Health Services Division,

BT e

e L

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
as the special guestﬁthat when a
law is enacted, many things are said in
the law and ma:? things are not said
but are implied. As the Tobacco
Control Act also does not directly men-
tion the issue of display of tobacco
products, tobacco products are dis-
played in the POSs. So the Health
Services Division and the National
Tobacco Control Cell will take note of
this when amending the law.
Igbal Masud, Director, Dhaka Ahsania
Mission Health and WASH Sector
chaired the occasion while among oth-
ers; Md. Zillur Rahman Ch ury,
Joint Secretary and Coordinator,
National Tobacco Control Cell, Health
Services, Former Chairman of
Bangladesh = Chemical  Industry
Corporation, Md. Mostafizur Rahman,
Secretary General of Bangladesh
Restaurant Owners Association, M
Rezaul Karim Sarkar Robin, Mr. Abdul
Kaium Talukdar, Vice Chairman,
Bangladesh Dokan Malik Somity:
Head of the Department of
Epidemiology, National Heart
Foundation Dr. Sohail Reza
Chowdhury and the represtatives of
other retailer associations, anti-tobacco
organization and journalists were also
present at the occasion.
gistobenoted that the Government of
angladesh enacted the Smoking and
Tobacco Use (Control) Act, 2005 in the
light of FCTC with utmost importance
on public welfare. In 2013, several
important amendments were made to
the Tobacco Control Act and in 2015,
the Smoking and Tobacco Use
(Control) Rules were formulated.
Also, at the closing ceremony of the
"South Asian Speakers Summit" in
2016, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
announced that she would build

Bangladesh as a tobacco-free country |
bty

by 2040.
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