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Civil Surgeon notices
to keep hospitals,
community clinics

According to The Smoking and Tobacco Products (control)
Act in 2005 and subsequently amended the law in 2013 and
Rule 2015, hospitals and clinics are included as public place
and Smoking in public place is punishable offense. In
response of Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) advocacy and
awareness programs on this issue, Dr. Mohammad Ehsanul
Karim, Civil Surgeon of Dhaka District, issued a notice, a
press release said. The notice urges all the Upazila hospitals,
community clinics and GODs of Dhaka district to keep thei
respective organizations smoke-free, as well as initiatives to
increase the awareness about the harmful effects of smoking
and tobacoo use among doctors, nurses, staff and smoke-free
signage in the hospital. 1t is to be noted that under the use of
Smoking and Tobacco Products (Control) Act 2005
(amended 2013), hospitals and clinics will be considered as
public place and smoking is prohibited in public place. If a
person violates this provision, he will be punished witha fine
of not more than three hundred talka, and he will be punished
at twice the rate of repeatable punishment, if he takes the
second time or another again. Apart from this, arrangements
should be made in Bengali and English to display "Abstain
from smoking, it is a punishable offense™ in public place and
transport,
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