Dhaka Ahsania Mission

Health Sector
House: 152 Block: Ka, PC Culture Housing Society, Shyamoli, Dhaka-1207.

Project Title: “Strengthening advocacy for a comprehensive amendment of Tobacco
Control Law and increase tobacco tax”.

-Media Coverage-
National Seminar on Tobacco Control Issue

Total 77 Media Coverage

(Print and online media-71 & electronic media-6)

Summary:

Dhaka Ahsania Mission organized a national seminar on tobacco control issue highlighting environment,
climate change and tobacco control law amendment issue on 15 January 2023 at 10.30 AM at the Dhaka
Ahsania Mission Auditorium.

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Md. Shahab Uddin MP was peresnt in the seminar as
the chief guest.

Additional Secretary of Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, chairman of Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF) Dr Qazi Kholiguzzaman Ahmad was present that event. While presenting the keynote
paper, Director of Health and Wash Sector of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Igbal Masud.

Chaired by Dhaka Ahsania Mission President Kazi Rafiqul Alam, the discussion was addressed, among
others, by Mission’s Executive Director Shajedul Qayyum Dulal, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids,
Bangladesh’s Lead Policy Advisor Md Mostafizur Rahman and Vice-President of Dhaka Ahsania Mission
Kazi Shariful Alam.



January 16, 2023
One cigarette wastes 3.7 liters of water, 300 cigarettes cut a tree
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lbxktyXjiY
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January 15, 2023
I will play a role in amending the tobacco law: Forest Minister
https://www.facebook.com/tobaccofreebangladesh/videos/463132439193900
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January 15, 2023
Tobacco laws need to be amended
https://www.facebook.com/tobaccofreebangladesh/videos/700197891829791

Januarv 15, 2023

If the three ministries work together, the country will be tobacco free

https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAROtIBIA CTtPcl9Megb5DWJHJ0iIIOSQKg2KQImCczv
EKA4iluwdZZQrb M&v=ybwGHmFgdKE&feature=youtu.be
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January 15, 2023

Nation must work unitedly to make tobacco free: Environment Minister
https://www.facebook.com/tobaccofreebangladesh/videos/732448238447086
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January 15, 2023
Tobacco laws need to be amended
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=699510858307517&extid=CL-UNK- UNK-UNK-
AN GKOT-GK1C&mibextid=2Rb1fB&ref=sharing
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Shahab Uddin for joint efforts to make Bangladesh tobacco-free

DHAKA, Jan 15, 2023 (BSS) - Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Minister Md Shahab Uddin today assured that his ministry would try its
best to stop tobacco cultivation considering its harmful impacts on public

health and environment.

| \ “In this regard, we will work together with the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Ministry of Health,” he told a discussion - ‘Tobacco-free Bangladesh
by 2040 announced by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the harmful effects of tobacco on environment’ - organised
at Dhaka Ahsania Mission auditorium at Dhanmondi in the capital. Dhaka Ahsania Mission, in collaboration with
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK), organised the discussion. Speaking as the chief guest, Shahab Uddin said
everyone should work together to prevent tobacco farming as it is a threat to the environment, climate, public health
and economy. Stressing the need for giving incentives to tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative crops, he said
non-governmental organisations should continue their support for and cooperate with the government's tobacco
control work. The environment minister said realising the harmful effects of tobacco, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
announced to stop tobacco use in Bangladesh by 2040. To implement this visionary announcement of the premier,
his ministry will provide optimum cooperation in passing further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act, he
said. Additional Secretary of Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, in her speech, said nicotine test should be
brought under the scope of government recruitment. Renowned economist and chairman of Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation (PKSF) Dr Qazi Kholiguzzaman Ahmad said tobacco destroys the national and family economies.“The
family economy is severely affected when the person dies. It also causes damage to the national economy. Their
future becomes dark,” he said. While presenting the keynote paper, Director of Health and Wash Sector of Dhaka
Ahsania Mission Igbal Masud said 12 kg wood is required to burn one kg of tobacco. “And one tree is cut down for

300 cigarettes while 3.7 litres of water is consumed to produce one stick of cigarette,” he said

https://www.bssnews.net/news/105353
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Shahab Uddin for joint efforts to make Bangladesh tobacco-free

DHAKA, Jan 15, 2023 -Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister
Md Shahab Uddin today assured that his ministry would try its best to stop
tobacco cultivation considering its harmful impacts on public health and

environment.

“In this regard, we will work together with the Ministry of Agriculture and the
Ministry of Health,” he told a discussion - ‘Tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040 announced by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and the harmful effects of tobacco on environment - organised at Dhaka Ahsania Mission auditorium at
Dhanmondi in the capital. Dhaka Ahsania Mission, in collaboration with Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK),
organised the discussion. Speaking as the chief guest, Shahab Uddin said everyone should work together to prevent
tobacco farming as it is a threat to the environment, climate, public health and economy. Stressing the need for giving
incentives to tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative crops, he said non-governmental organisations should continue
their support for and under the scope of government recruitment. Renowned economist and chairman of Palli Karma-
Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) Dr Qazi Kholiguzzaman Ahmad said tobacco destroys the national and family
economies.“The family economy is severely affected when the person dies. It also causes damage to the national
economy. Their future becomes dark,” he said. While presenting the keynote paper, Director of Health and Wash Sector
of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Igbal Masud said 12 kg wood is required to burn one kg of tobacco. “And one tree is cut
down for 300 cigarettes while 3.7 litres of water is consumed to produce one stick of cigarette,” he said. Chaired by
Dhaka Ahsania Mission President Kazi Rafiqul Alam, the discussion was addressed, among others, by Mission’s
Executive Director Shajedul Qayyum Dulal, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, Bangladesh’s Lead Policy Advisor Md

Mostafizur Rahman and Vice-President of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Kazi Shariful Alam.

https://thenewstimesbd.com/national/shahab-uddin-for-joint-efforts-to-make-country-tobacco-free/
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Unity sought to make country tobacco-free
Shahab Uddin for joint efforts to make Bangladesh tobacco-free

(DHAKA, Jan 15, 2023-UNB) - Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Minister Md Shahab Uddin has said if his ministry can work in unison with

the ministries of health and agriculture, tobacco cultivation can be stopped

in the country. “Farmers will require some incentives in that case.

Cultivation of rice, wheat and corn should be encouraged in those lands,”
he said. “In this regard, we will work together with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Health,” he told a
discussion - ‘Tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040 announced by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and the harmful effects
of tobacco on environment’ - organised at Dhaka Ahsania Mission auditorium at Dhanmondi in the capital. Dhaka
Ahsania Mission, in collaboration with Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK), organised the discussion. Speaking
as the chief guest, Shahab Uddin said everyone should work together to prevent tobacco farming as it is a threat to the
environment, climate, public health and economy. Stressing the need for giving incentives to tobacco farmers for
cultivating alternative crops, he said non-governmental organisations should continue their support for and cooperate
with the government's tobacco control work. The environment minister said realising the harmful effects of tobacco,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced to stop tobacco use in Bangladesh by 2040. To implement this visionary
announcement of the premier, his ministry will provide optimum cooperation in passing further amendments to the
Tobacco Control Act, he said. Additional Secretary of Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, in her speech, said
nicotine test should be brought under the scope of government recruitment. Renowned economist and chairman of
Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said tobacco destroys the national and family
economies.“ Chaired by Dhaka Ahsania Mission President Kazi Rafiqul Alam, the discussion was addressed, among
others, by Mission’s Executive Director Shajedul Qayyum Dulal, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, Bangladesh’s Lead

Policy Advisor Md Mostafizur Rahman and Vice-President of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Kazi Shariful Alam.

https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/unity-sought-to-make-country-tobacco-free/108321
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Minister: Govt strives to end tobacco cultivation in Bangladesh

Tribune Report (January 15, 2023 6:43 PM) -

' Environment, Forest and Climate Change

. . Minister Md Shahab Uddin has said that his
&= ministry will try its best to stop tobacco
% cultivation considering the serious damage to
public health and environment.

Mentioning the need to give incentives to
tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative agricultural products, the minister
said that everyone should work together to stop tobacco farming as a threat
to the environment, climate change, public health and economy.

He was speaking as the chief guest at the discussion meeting on the topic
of creating a tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040 announced by the Prime
Minister and the harmful effects of tobacco on the environment and climate
change, organized at the Dhaka Ahsania Mission Auditorium in Dhanmondi
on Sunday.

“In order to implement this visionary announcement of the prime minister,
the Environment Ministry will provide maximum cooperation in passing
further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act at the initiative of the Ministry
of Health. All must work together and more proactively to make the country
smoke-free and protect future generations of the country through tobacco
control,” he added.

https://www.dhakatribune.com/agriculture/2023/01/15/minister-govt-strives-to-end-tobacco-cultivation-in-bangladesh
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The Ministry will try its best to stop tobacco cultivation: Environment Minister
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(Sunday, 15 January, 2023)- Md. Shahab Uddin,
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister said that
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change will
k. (ry its best to stop tobacco cultivation considering the

5. serious damage to public health and the environment. In

¥ this case, we will work together with the Ministry of

* Agriculture and Health.

The Minister of Environment said these things in the chief guest's speech at the discussion
meeting on creating a tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040 and on the harmful effects of tobacco
on the environment and climate change announced by the Honorable Prime Minister, organized
at the Dhaka Ahchania Mission Auditorium in Dhanmondi on Sunday. Mentioning the need to
give incentives to tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative agricultural products to tobacco, the
minister said that everyone should work together to stop tobacco farming as a threat to the
environment, climate change, public health, and economy. Non-governmental organizations
should continue their support and cooperation in the government's tobacco control work.

The Environment Minister also said, “Realizing the dangers of tobacco, the Honorable Prime
Minister announced to eradicate tobacco use from Bangladesh by 2040. In order to implement
this visionary announcement of the Honorable Prime Minister, her Ministry will provide
maximum cooperation in passing further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act at the
initiative of the Ministry of Health.

The minister said that it will be ensured that the traders of tobacco products cannot cut trees
illegally. To save from the dangers of smoking, everyone should be aware to keep public places
and transports completely smoke-free. All must work together and more proactively to make the
country smoke-free and protect future generations of the country through tobacco control.”
Chairman of Palli Karma Sahajik Foundation Dr. Kazi Khalikuzzaman Ahmad, Additional
Secretary (Global Health) Kazi Zebunnesa Begum of Health Services Department and Lead
Policy Advisor of Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids Md. Mostafizur Rahman spoke in the
meeting chaired by the President of Dhaka Ahsania Mission Kazi Rafiqul Alam.

The keynote speech was presented by Igbal Masud, Director of the Health and Wash Sector of
Dhaka Ahsania Mission. In the discussion meeting, the representatives of various organizations
gave a strong speech to stop the use of tobacco.

https://www.kalerkantho.com/english/online/national/2023/01/15/46372
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United efforts required to make the country
tobacco free: Environment Minister

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Md Shahab

Uddin MP said, if the Ministry of Health, Agriculture and

o A e O S T Environment, Forest and Climate Change work together, tobacco

cultivation can be stopped. Farmers will be required to give some
incentives in that case. Cultivation of rice, wheat and corn should be encouraged in those lands, he added. The
Minister said, tobacco producers, workers, traders-all admit that tobacco is harmful to people, biodiversity and

the environment and tobacco should be stopped to save people’s lives.

On Sunday, the Minister said these while addressing as chief guest at a discussion meeting titled ‘“What to do
about the harmful effects of tobacco in context of environment and climate change’ at the Ahsania Mission
Auditorium in Dhanmondi, Dhaka. The Minister said that trees are being destroyed due to tobacco. Our
afforestation is 17 percent, it should be increased to 24 percent. If we can start working to stop tobacco
cultivation from the current year, by 2024, we will achieve the complete success. Additional Secretary of
Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum said in her speech as the special guest, nicotine test should be

brought under the scope of government recruitment.

Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said, tobacco destroys the national and family economy. The family economy is
severely affected when the person dies. It also causes damage to the national economy. Their future becomes

dark.

https://thebangladeshtoday.com/?p=54362
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Experts for concerted efforts by ministries to contain tobacco

. (15 January, 2023) Tobacco cultivation can be
stopped if the health, agriculture and
environment ministry work together and the
farmers are encouraged with some incentives to
cultivate rice, wheat and corn in their lands,
experts said.

They said this in a discussion on the harmful effects
of tobacco on the environment and climate change
W % on Sunday at the Dhaka Ahsania Mission
bk auditorium at the capital's Dhanmondi.

' Health sector of Dhaka Ahsania Mission in
collaboration with Campaign for Tobacco-Free
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Kids (CTFK) organised the programme.
Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Shahab Uddin was present as the chief guest at the
programme.

In his speech, Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF) Chairman Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad said that
tobacco destroys the national and family economy. The family economy is affected when the person dies
simultaneously troubling the national economy. Their future becomes bleak while criminal inclination
increases, he added.

He said that 12 kg of wood is required to burn one kg of tobacco while one tree is felled to produce 300
cigarettes and 3.7 liters of water is consumed for one cigarette.

The annual income from tobacco is Tk22,810 crore against the health-related losses worth Tk30,560 crore,
he told the programme.

Igbal Masud said that tobacco filters are among the top environment polluters in the world. About 4.5
trillion used cigarette filters are littered every year which takes 10 years to mix with nature.

Referring to various data, he said that 3.78 crore adults use tobacco in Bangladesh while 3.08 crore are
indirectly affected. Around 31% of deforestation in Bangladesh takes place due to tobacco cultivation while
85,000 tons of firewood is burned annually to dry tobacco leaves.

About 2,00,000 hectares of forests are being destroyed for tobacco cultivation and leaf burning, Igbal
Masud added.

Environment Minister Shahab Uddin said that trees are being destroyed because of tobacco and the tobacco
farmers plant and use trees to burn tobacco.

""Afforestation has been completed on 17% of land which should be increased to 24%. We can start activities
to stop tobacco cultivation from this year which will be successful by 2024," he added.

https://www-tbsnews-net.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/experts-concerted-efforts-ministries-contain-tobacco-
568458?amp=&amp gsa=1&amp js v=a9&usgp=mqg331AQKKAFQArABIIACAW%3D%3D#amp tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16738009778049&
referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tbsnews.net%2Fbangladesh%2Fexperts-concerted-efforts-
ministries-contain-tobacco-568458
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Unity sought to make country tobacco-free

,Jan. 15 -- Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Md Shahab Uddin has said if his ministry
can work in unison with the ministries of health and agriculture, tobacco cultivation can be stopped in
the country.

"Farmers will require some incentives in that case. Cultivation of rice, wheat and corn should be
encouraged in those lands," he said.

The minister revealed this information while addressing a discussion meeting titled 'What to do about
the harmful effects of tobacco in context of environment and climate change' at the Ahsania Mission
Auditorium in Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

Tobacco producers, workers, traders - all admit that tobacco is harmful to people, biodiversity and the
environment, and tobacco cultivation should be stoppe..

Click here to read full articale

https://www.htsyndication.com/united-news-of-bangladesh/article/unity-sought-to-make-country-tobacco-

free/67953987
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Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Shahab Uddin speaks as the chief guest at a discussion meeting
titled "What to do about the harmful effects of tobacco in context of environment and climate change' at the Ahsania

Mission Auditorium in the capital on

'm I ‘ . 7 " Sunday.
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“In this regard, we will work together with

e SRR e _ the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry
M"MWNMW‘W_::r;:j;ggggm1 m""‘"‘m | of Health,” he told a discussion -
i By s s SEEE] oF o Rl St o e s a7 , FIRG BIESST IV BIRE ‘ ‘Tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040
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b T e " | announced by Prime Minister Sheikh
7 —— - | - . Hasina and the harmful effects of tobacco
on environment - organised at Dhaka
Ahsania Mission auditorium at
Dhanmondi in the capital. Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, in collaboration with Campaign
for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK), organised
the discussion. Speaking as the chief
‘ , ! < guest Shahab Uddin said everyone
should Work together to prevent tobacco farmlng as |t is a threat to the environment, climate, public health and
economy. Stressing the need for giving incentives to tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative crops, he said non-
governmental organisations should continue their support for and cooperate with the government's tobacco control
work. The environment minister said realising the harmful effects of tobacco, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced
to stop tobacco use in Bangladesh by 2040. To implement this visionary announcement of the premier, his ministry will
provide optimum cooperation in passing further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act, he said. Additional Secretary
of Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, in her speech, said nicotine test should be brought under the scope of
government recruitment.

https://thedailynewnation.com/news/345249/Environment,-Forest-and-Climate-Change-Minister-Shahab-Uddin-

speaks-as-the-chief-guest-at-a-discussion-meeting-titled-/'What-to-do-about-the-harmful-effects-of-tobacco-in-

context-of-environment-and-climate-change/'-at-the-Ahsania-Mission-Auditorium-in--the-capital-on-Sunday.-NN-

photo
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Shahab Uddin for joint efforts to make
BD tobacco-free

R e [T . _
PRI A o W0 SRS T g Environment, Forest and Climate
Y TISOR oo o1 = L
o O o ¥ e, € Change Minister Md Shahab

“"'“‘f“ ot e Uddin on Sunday assured that his
o ministry would try its best to stop
tobacco cultivation considering its
harmful impacts on public health
and environment.

"In this regard, we will work
together with the Ministry of

G I Agriculture and the Ministry of
Health," he told a discussion - 'Tobacco-free Bangladesh by 2040 announced by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and the harmful effects of tobacco on environment' - organised
at Dhaka Ahsania Mission auditorium at Dhanmondi in the capital, BSS reports.

Dhaka Ahsania Mission, in collaboration with Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids (CTFK),
organized the discussion. Speaking as the chief guest, Shahab Uddin said everyone
should work together to prevent tobacco farming as it is a threat to the environment,
climate, public health and economy.

Stressing the need for giving incentives to tobacco farmers for cultivating alternative
crops, he said non-governmental organisations should continue their support for and
cooperate with the government's tobacco control work. The environment minister said
realizing the harmful effects of tobacco, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced to
stop tobacco use in Bangladesh by 2040.

To implement this visionary announcement of the premier, his ministry will provide
optimum cooperation in passing further amendments to the Tobacco Control Act, he
said. Additional Secretary of Health Ministry Kazi Zebunnessa Begum, in her speech,
said nicotine test should be brought under the scope of government recruitment.

https://dailyasianage.com/news/300211/shahab-uddin-for-joint-efforts-to-make-bd-tobacco-free
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THE DALLY
Messenger

Shahab Uddin for
joint efforts to make
Bangladesh tobacco-
free

Environment, Forest and Chimate
Change Mimister Md Shahab Uddin
todday assurad that his manistry would
wy 1ts best W s1op whacoo cultivaton
consulenng its harmiul impacts on
public health and onvironmenl
“Im this regard, we will work
together with  the Ministry  of
Agnculture and the Ministry  of
Health.™ he twold a discussion -
“Tobacco-froe Bangladesh by 2040
announcead by Prinse Minister Sheikh
Hasina and the harmful cffects of
1obacco on enviromment” - organmnsed
at Dhaka Abhsania Mission
avditorrum at Dhanmonds = the
caputal. Dhaka Absania Missson, in
collasboration  with Campaign  Tor
Tobacco Froe Kids (CTFK).
organised the discussion. Spcaking
as the chief gucst, Shahab Uddin said
everyone should work together to
prevent wbacco farmmng as it = a
threat o the environmeal, climate,
public health and
cconomy. Stressing the need for
fIVIng incentives to twobhacco fanners
for culuvating allematve crops, he
sawl non-povermmental organsations
should continue their support for and
cooperate with  the govemment's
tobacco comtrol work. The
environment mmnister ssid realsmng
the hammful etfocts of wbaoco, Prome
Minister Sheikh Hasinas announced
1o stop obacco use in Bangladesh by
2040 Continue to page 2
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